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PROGRESS OF MEDICAL SCIENCE. 


The fact that infected nodes were present in only 2 out of 23 cases of 
corporeal cancer showed that the latter could be treated equally well 
by vaginal hysterectomy. 

Mackenrodt (Ibid.) stated that he had obtained 44 per cent, of 
permanent cures up to 1901 by vaginal igniextirpation. Since then he 
had operated in 71 cases, with a primary mortality of 19.7 per cent.; 
77.4 per cent, were free from recurrence at intervals of one to three 
years, and 70.8 per cent, of all his surviving patients were well. In 
the discussion which followed Veit called attention to the high primary 
mortality (15 per cent.), which was due not so much to defective 
technique as to the disease itself; it will doubtless be lowered by better 
antiseptic preparatory treatment. 

Wertheim stated that his percentage of cures after four years was 
18.2 per cent. His primary mortality was 17 per cent. 


Double Mammary Cancer.— Beck (Inaugural Dis.; Abstract in Zentral- 
blatt fur Gynakologie, 1904, No. 42) analyzes 61 cases, and concludes 
that cancer in the opposite breast is really a metastasis and not primary 
disease. Whether the lymph vessels connecting the mammre serve as 
channels of infection or not has not been clearly demonstrated. The 
writer inclines to the view that cancerous emboli are carried from the 
original site of disease to the other breast, rather than to the theory of 
direct extension along the lymphatics. 

Torsion of the Pedicle of Ovarian Cysts. — Trangenheim (Inaugural 
Dis.; Zentralblatt fur Gynakologie, 1904, No. 42) in reviewing the 
statistics of Olshausen’s clinic found that in 971 ovariotomies torsion 
of the pedicle was found in 8.2 per cent., while in 101 cases of parovarian 
cyst 7 per cent, had twisted pedicles. Only 3 fatal cases were recorded: 
one from intestinal obstruction and two from peritonitis. The latter 
were in a hopeless condition before operation, as 17 other similar, but 
less severe, cases were operated upon successfully. 

Laparotomy for Ruptured Ectopic Pregnancy. — Seidel (Inaugural Dis.; 
Abstract in Zentralblatt fur Gynakologie, 1904, No. 42) analyzes 90 cases 
from the Berlin clinic, 52 of intraperitoneal rupture, 13 of tubal abortion 
and 15 undetermined. In 30 there was no vaginal hemorrhage whatever, 
and in only 2 was decidual membrane discharged. Menstruation was 
absent in 53 cases, delayed in 16, regular in 16, and scanty in 5. Lapar¬ 
otomy was the operation elected. The mortality was 14.4 per cent., 
6.6 per cent, succumbing from the operation; 5.2 per cent, of the patients 
had a second extrauterine and 24 per cent, a subsequent normal 
pregnancy. 


Perforation of the Uterus versus Sounding of the Tubes.— Thom 
(Zentralblatt fur Gynakologie, 1904, No. 36) believes that most of the 
cases reported under the head of introduction of a sound into a dilated 
tube were really those of puncture of the uterine wall. He finds that 
experiments on the cadaver and living subject alike prove that it is 
impossible to introduce a sound into a normal tube from the uterine 
cavity. Only 2 previously reported cases (Bischoff’s and Floeckinger’s) 
are authentic, and in each of these there was a fibroid uterus, as well as 
dilatation of the distal ends. He reports 2 others, which prove that only 
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under abnormal conditions is sounding of the tube possible. In order 
to accomplish this, not only must the ostium uterinum, as well as the 
cornu, be dilated, but the wall of the tube must be capable of sufficient 
resistance, and the uterine cavity must be enlarged and the organ later¬ 
ally displaced by fibroids or interstitial pregnancy. 

Adenomyoma of the Uterus.— Meyer ( Zentralblatt fur Gynakologie, 
1904, N. 37) reports a case in which he found two small nodules from 
the posterior wall of the uterus, which microscopically consisted of 
fibromuscular tissue containing numerous groups of glands. The neo¬ 
plasm had no relation to the endometrium. As they were diffuse and 
could not be enucleated, the uterus was extirpated. 

The writer inclines to Recklinghausen’s theory that they developed 
from the primordial kidneys, though it was possible that they had their 
origin in the endometrium (before or after birth), in the proliferated 
serous epithelium, or in the epithelium of Gartner’s ducts. 

Saenger Operations for Prolapsus.— Scheib ( Monatsschrift fur Geb. 
u. Gyn., Band, xviii, Heft 5) reports 141 cases, in 16 of which vagino¬ 
fixation or ventrofixation was performed. In 65 patients who were kept 
under observation, 60 per cent, were cured. 


Disinfection of the Hands. — Schaeffer ( Monatsschrift fur Geb. u 
Gyn., Band xviii,. Heft 5), from experiments with sublamin, found that 
a 1 per cent, solution possesses a stronger bactericidal action than a 10 
per cent. He regards alcohol as the best disinfectant of all, and prefers 
to simply wash nis hands with hot water and alcohol. 


Adhesions of the Spleen and Uterus— Ivanyi ( Sziiles zet es Nogy.; 

Zentralblatt fur Gynakologie, 1904, No. 37) reports the case of a patient, 
aged thirty-eight years, who had formerly suffered from malaria. She 
had a retroflexed uterus; attached to the left side of the fundus was a 
large, smooth tumor, the shape of the spleen. The diagnosis of der¬ 
moid cyst was made, and possibly wandering spleen. The latter was 
confirmed under anaesthesia. On opening the abdomen the enlarged 
spleen was found to be firmly adherent to the fundus uteri and omen¬ 
tum, with torsion of its pedicle. The adhesions were separated and 
ventrofixation was performed, the spleen being subsequently supported 
by a bandage. 


Ovarian Cysts of Unusual Size. — Sktjtsch ( Zentralblatt fur Gyna¬ 
kologie, 1904, No. 37) reports 2 cases of large ovarian cystomata, one 
weighing 83 and the other 100 pounds, both of which were successfully 
removed, the patients remaining in good health afterward. He adds 
that such large tumors are now rare, as they are usually recognized and 
removed early. It is only in women living in remote places in the coun¬ 
try that they would be likely to grow so Targe. 

False Ova in Cancer of the Ovary. — Liepmann ( Zeitschrift fur Geb. 
u. Gyn., Band hi., Heft 2) calls attention to the fact that the appearances 
described by authors as persistent ova in cancerous ovaries are really 
products of degeneration, being cavities which contain bodies resem¬ 
bling primordial ova situated between the epithelial groups and 
processes. 



